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Hello, Church! 
 

First, I pray all of you are staying safe, sheltering at home as much as possible, and avoiding crowds. 
We are living in a dangerous time and as much as it pains all of us, gatherings, celebrations, and crowds are 
among the times when this virus easily spreads. By the time you get this, we will have spent our Thanksgiving 
holiday away from the physical presence of our families and friends. By now, most of us probably know            
people who have contracted COVID-19. We need to keep all of the victims in our prayers, especially since   
we still don’t know what the long-term effects may be. Please do not stop praying. 

This separation we are experiencing is also hard on our mental and spiritual health. We need human 
contact in whatever way it can safely be accomplished. After meeting with our SMART Team and the Worship 
Committee, and in view of the recommendations of the experts, all indoor worship, meetings, and gatherings at 
Bethlehem are on hold for at least the month of December. We will continue to provide weekly online services 
and this newsletter once again includes weekly meditations and adult activities for each week. Those pages  
also include suggested readings for each day. Please make use of them. 

We are now in the season of Advent and I would like to invite you all to Sunday afternoon Advent 
meditations. We will do them via Zoom and they will be short, about twenty minutes or so. The services will 
include lighting an Advent wreath with a prayer, a scripture reading and a very brief meditation. We will also 
use the time to pray together. You will have access either by computer or tablet, or by phone either with or 
without video. As we get that working, I will also invite you to join in a weekly “coffee and chat” time. 

 For those things to work, I need all of you to help. Please, if you haven’t received an email invitation 
from me, send me your email contact information. I will keep all contacts private, but that is the easiest means 
to include you all in Zoom meetings. So, send me your name(s), email address(es), and phone numbers.               
My email address: larryanders29@gmail.com (please put “Zoom contact” in the memo). You can also text or 
call me at 218-206-5933. 

I would also like to invite all of you to give me a call. I long to get to know            
those I haven’t met, long to hear the voices of those I have met, long to be present for 
you, and  pray with you. You don’t need to be in a crisis or a need to call. I love to chat! 

I pray we can all stay safe, stay connected, and make the most of this bizarre              
holiday season. May the peace of Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you 
each and every day. 

       Yours in Christ, 
 

 -Larry 

Larry & Mona 

  

All in person worship             

services have been  

suspended through the 

month of  December 2020 
 

Please check the website for 

information and updates: 

www.blcaskov.com 

Please include the                 
following people in  
your daily prayers: 

 

Millie Sorensen, Leroy Larsen, Jan Ecklund,            
Lois Sahlen, Ann Olson, Jo Jessen,                     

Tony Ecklund, Shirley Lund,   
Joyce Schaumburg, Chase & Elizabeth Moon 

(in the Philippines) and their families. 
 

If you would like to add someone to this weekly list, please           
email the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com 

mailto:larryanders29@gmail.com


The Parish Visitor             December 2020               Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11, 2020 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present:              
Bill Jansen, Larry Ander-
son, Marilyn Krogh, 
Chuck Moon, Heidi   
Moon, Jo Foss, Andy  
May, and Cheryl Kohner. 
 

Check-ins; devotion and 
opening prayer by Larry. 
 

Accept Minutes from 
Council meetings:             
Motion by Bill to accept 
the minutes from the               
October 20th meeting                  
and also the November             
2nd meeting, 2nd by                 
Marilyn, motion carried. 
Chuck made a motion               
to accept the October 7th 
minutes with the following 
revision: During discus-
sion on fundraising one 
council member left the 
meeting. Heidi made a   
motion to adjourn the 
meeting but was not                  
recognized; after further 
discussion another council 
member left the meeting., 
2nd by Bill, motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
October 2020 report was 
reviewed. 
 

Pastor’s Report:           
Reviewed. 
 

Ministry Teams: 

 Property—Chuck in-
formed us the parsonage 
inspection was today. 

 Family Ministry—Jo 
reported they are contin-

uing with the multigen-
erational bible study. 

 Music and Worship—
Bill reported they have 
picked out music 
through the end of the 
year. 

 Circle of Faith—Jo          
reported there will not be 
a Christmas bazaar this 
year due to Covid-19. 
They have appointed 
members to look into 
how COF can assist with 
Thanksgiving meals (gift 
cards, certificates), this 
has not been decided for 
sure. Their next meeting 
is November 21st. They 
will discuss what to do 
for December meals at 
that time. 

 

Old Business: 

 Decorum at council 
meetings—Bill dis-
cussed information he 
received from Bishop 
Amy Odgren regarding 
being peacemakers.  
Marilyn read the infor-
mation to the council. 

 Parsonage Sale—
Paperwork has been 
signed and now we wait. 
Power of attorney was 
discussed for the closing 
of the parsonage. 

 2019 Audit—Bill deliv-
ered the files to Pine Tax 
in Hinckley. No word 
from them at this time.  

 CARES Act grants and 
request for donations—
We were awarded two 
grants from Partridge 
township. A check for 
$4,500 and a check 
for $2,000. The check 
for $4,500 will go to-
ward the air exchanger 
for the basement. Mo-
tion by Bill to reimburse 
year-to-date Covid-19                 

expenses of $1,801 from 
the $2,000 check, and 
the remaining $199 to 
the Community Out-
reach fund, 2nd by 
Chuck, motion carried. 
Marilyn made a motion           
to approve the donation 
request letter to the 
Askov American Legion, 
2nd by Andy, motion   
carried. 

 Offering envelopes—
discussed options for 
less expensive enve-
lopes. 

 SMART Plan contingen-
cy (pending Governor’s 
orders)—Larry reported 
on Governor Walz’s 
Covid-19 restrictions as 
of yesterday. Bill stated 
there will be a SMART 
Team/Worship Team 
meeting next week to 
discuss what we need             
to do going forward. 
Motion by Heidi to              
approve $500 being 
spent on additional 
equipment needed for 
online worship services, 
2nd by Cheryl, motion 
carried. 

 

New Business: 
 Quarterly meeting             

agenda was reviewed. 
 

Action Items: 
 Heidi will put announce-

ment in the newsletter 
regarding offering            
envelopes  

 

Motion to adjourn by            
Heidi, 2nd by Andy.              
Meeting adjourned with 
The Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, December 9, 
2020 at 6:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Cheryl Kohner 
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During 
this time 

of         
COVID-19, 

we still need your 
help to make           

certain we continue 
to fulfill our mission 

and meet our            
budgetary needs!  

 

Thank you for your             
continued support! 

 

November 2, 2020 
Special Called Meeting 

Approved Minutes 
 

Members Present:           
Bill Jansen, Larry Ander-
son, Marilyn Krogh, Jo 
Foss, Cheryl Kohner, 
Andy May, Chuck Moon, 
and Heidi Moon. 
 

Opening prayer led by 
Larry.   
 

Business: 
Parsonage sale—

Discussion was led by 
Bill. We were informed 
that a party is interested in 
purchasing the parsonage 
for the price of $165,000. 
They want to put $2,000 
down and will pay for an 
inspection. Denny will be  
meeting with potential 
buyers and Tom Jensen  
on Tuesday, November 3, 
2020 at 9 am to go over 
the contract. (There has 
also been interest by  
another party). Our non-
profit status was listed as 
inactive. Heidi has already 
gone on-line and changed 
our status to active. Bill 
contacted the Synod office 
regarding legalities of the 
sale. Do we need to give 
someone Power of Attor-

ney should the sale go 
through? This is some-
thing that Tom Jensen can 
answer. Bill asked Mari-
lyn to attend the meeting 
with Tom and Denny.   
She will take notes. It was 
also brought up we need 
to check for the deed for 
the parsonage. Motion by 
Bill to authorize Denny 
Birkholm to sign paper-
work on behalf of the  
congregation for the sale 
of the parsonage, and            
explore power of attorney 
at the meeting on Novem-
ber 3, 2020, 2nd by Jo,  
motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Cheryl Kohner 

Council Secretary 

Ron Foss—2nd 

Bill Jansen—3rd  
Brenda Lunde—3rd 

John Zinter—10th 

Brent Jensen—12th 
Barrett Peterson—14th 

Lorraine Peterson—15th 

Hannah Jensen—18th 
Lori Willie—18th 

John Ecklund—19th 

Ella Champagne—20th 
Marilyn Krogh—21st 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

DJ & Brenda Zinter—31st 

To the lovely folks at Bethlehem Lutheran, Askov: 
 

 Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers for my 
recovery from recent medical issues, and for cards and food, 
and quilt and meaningful online worship and music. 
 Despite my need to be homebound, I feel as though I 
have met you in person, and will hold you all in my heart. 
     - Mona Anderson 

Thanksgiving artwork provided by BLC Youth: 

By Addy 

By Hayden By Hudson 
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Thank you so much to the many volunteers and donors for the Askov Community 
Meal. It has been a tough year, and the need has grown in the community, and thanks 
to so many, we have been able to grow along, too, to help meet it. August through 
October  we distributed meals and groceries, approximately 200 meals and 100 bags 
of groceries worth between $12 and $15 each month. In November and December  
we are distributing 200 $20 Chris' gift certificates in lieu of the meals and groceries.  

 

In addition to BLC's community fund and Chris' food stand fundraiser this summer, we have been able to do so much 
due to amazing community partners and their donations this fall: Askov American Legion Post 243--$2,000, Northern 
Pine Riders Snowmobile Club--$1,500, the City of Askov's Cares Act funds--$3,297.15, and donations from individuals. 
These funds were stretched by generous in-kind donations of food and discounts by Kettle River Pizza, Maple Run               
Orchard, Main Street Grocery, Chris' Food Center, as well as individuals, along with surplus from their gardens and            
apple trees. 
 

It is good work but it is hard work preparing takeout food for 200 and bagging groceries for 100 households each month, 
and it has only been accomplished through the dedication of an army of more than 30 volunteers, some who have 
helped once and many repeatedly. We had 25 people work the food stand or bake for it this summer. Plus nine mem-
bers of the Askov Fire Department helped distribute and deliver meals in October. This work started with Circle of Faith, 
who is still at it, but volunteers are men and women from throughout the community, which is how it should be. Please 
do join us and invite others from the community to join us in this work as well. It is work that has led us to meet our 
neighbors, and it is satisfying to hear their thanks. 
 

Our congregation was eligible, applied for, and received some Cares Act money (for Covid-19 expenses) from Partridge 
Township and Pine County to reimburse the congregation for some of its expenses related to the virus and to purchase 
and install an air exchange system in the basement of the church. Thank you to Denny Birkholm, Bill Jansen, and Ovid 
Jensen, for their contributions to make the project possible. It is great news, and we hope to be able to use our base-
ment safely, with Covid-19 precautions, in the new year for continuing the community meal and other ministries as well 
as potlucks, funeral lunches, etc. 
 

So, thank you again for the support of our congregation, this ministry, and your gifts of time and money. We have indeed 
been blessed to be a blessing. Thanks be to God! 
          -Shawn Jansen 

Ardis Jensen 
September 30, 1936—October 21, 2020 

 

No services were held at this time, there will 
be a memorial gathering at a later date 

Dorla Clark 
August 9, 1931—October 23, 2020 

 

A memorial service was held for Dorla at 
BLC on November 7, 2020 

Donna Norgaard 
August 5, 1932—November 1, 2020 

 

A visitation was held at Methven Funeral 
Home on November 10, 2020 

 

A decision was made not to order/print individual offering envelopes for the coming year.  
If you would like to receive a few blank offering envelopes, please email the church office at 

blcaskov@gmail.com and a handful of envelopes will be mailed to you. Once we’re able to resume in-
person worship services, these envelopes will also be located in the pews of the sanctuary. We also 
encourage you to consider giving on-line through our website: http://www.blcaskov.com/online-giving 


























