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Hello, Church! 
 

It has been a wild few months, hasn’t it? By God’s grace we have survived the mayhem. As I watched the 
inauguration of our 46th President, Joe Biden, and Vice-President, Kamala Harris, I was impressed by a number of 
things. First and foremost, I was proud to call myself a citizen of a country that could survive an armed revolt just 
two weeks prior to what turned out to be a peaceful transfer of power. The most dramatic moment for me may have 
been listening to a brilliant young poet. 

The election and transition of power in Washington, DC was not the only “attention grabber,” however. We 
have watched another surge in COVID-19 infections, virus mutations, hospitalizations, and deaths. It is distressing 
to think that in one year this country has lost over 400,000 lives. Many of us have had family members and friends 
who have caught and been sickened by the virus. Members of my own family have been infected, some hospital-
ized. I pray daily for the vaccines to make their way into arms and prove to be effective for the long term. I pray 
daily for God’s help in ending the horror of this deadly disease. 

We have also been reminded in recent months that we have a ton of work yet to be done to bring justice, 
equity, and freedom to everyone in this country and in the world. Racial and economic disparities have continued to 
exist for the entire history of this great nation. We, as God’s people, must wade into that muck and begin to change 
a deep-seated culture. 

The prophet Micah asks, “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul?” (Micah 6: 6-7, NRSV). God’s reply? “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (vs. 8) 

Today, I dare to ask what this country, what this world would look like if we could only honor those words. 
What would it look like if we all “did justice,” “loved kindness,” and then walked “humbly” with God? To be sure, 
that is a tall  order. You and I will not solve the problems alone. However, that cannot deter us from working to-
ward solutions and  doing all that we are able to do to help the cause. 

How do we start? I believe the best, in fact the only, answer is to look to, focus on, and reflect the work of 
the Word made flesh, the Word who chooses to live (dwell) with us even in our messes. Ash Wednesday and the 
season of Lent are coming soon (it feels like we just celebrated Christmas). This year we will journey together and 
learn together as we explore the “Seven Wonders of the Word.” Each Wednesday from Ash 
Wednesday to and including Maundy Thursday we will examine the wonders of the Word who 
came to be with us. You won’t want  to miss a single week.   

You might also want to expand your journey with a forty day journey with the Word. Look             
elsewhere in this newsletter for information about how you can get a copy of the book. 

As we approach the season of Lent, may we all use the time for personal reflection, for real               
repentance, for prayer, and for learning that may lead to action. God bless us on our journey.    

         
-Larry 

Larry & Mona 

In person worship services remain 

suspended until further notice. 

Please check the website for  

 information and updates: 

www.blcaskov.com 

Please include the                 
following people in  
your daily prayers: 

 

Millie Sorensen, Leroy Larsen, Jan Ecklund, 
Lois Sahlen, Ann Olson, Jo Jessen, Tony               

Ecklund, Shirley Lund, Joyce Schaumburg, 
Chase & Elizabeth Moon (in the Philippines) 

and their families. 
 

If you would like to add someone to this weekly list, please email 
the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com 

Click or use the text below to watch our Sunday 
Worship Services on the BLC YouTube Channel: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgmj02O9aqXlcchWMIaCRqg 
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January 13, 2021 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present: Bill   
Jansen, Larry Anderson,        
Jo Foss, Chuck Moon, Heidi 
Moon, and Cheryl Kohner. 
Absent: Andy May. 
 

Check-ins, devotion and 
opening prayer: Larry. 
 

Appointment of Council 
Members to Fill Vacancies: 
Marilyn Krogh and Jo Foss 
have stated they were willing 
to continue on the council for 
another term (3 years). Motion 
by Cheryl to appoint Marilyn 
and Jo to another term on 
council, 2nd by Bill, carried. 
 

Election of  Officers:  
Chuck nominated Marilyn for 
President, 2nd by Heidi, car-
ried. Jo nominated Bill for 
President, 2nd by Cheryl, Bill 
declined the nomination. Jo 
then verbally resigned from 
council. Bill nominated Chuck 
for Vice  President, 2nd by  
Heidi, carried. Chuck nomi-
nated Cheryl for Secretary,  
2nd by Heidi, carried. 
 

Accept the December        
Council Minutes: Motion 
by Bill to approve the 
minutes, 2nd by Heidi, carried. 
 

Treasurers Report: Not 
available yet due to year end. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  
 

Ministry Teams: 

 Property—Chuck reported  
the air exchanger has been 
installed in the basement. 

 Family Ministry—Bill     
reported that Shawn had    
put together the Christmas 
program that was on BLC’s 
YouTube channel. Bible 
study is still ongoing online. 

 Music and Worship—Bill 

reported the SMART Team 
is still meeting and updated 
the BLC Covid-19 proto-
cols. 

 Circle of Faith—Bill report-
ed that COF will be taking 
down the Christmas tree in 
the fellowship area. He also 
stated the community meal 
for this month will be from 
4:30—6:30 pm. It is take-
out only. 

 

Old Business: 

 Parsonage sale—Ongoing; 
the closing date is set for 
January 28th, 2021. Discus-
sion on assigning someone 
as Power of Attorney for 
the closing. Bill made a  
motion to give Chuck and 
Denny the option to consult 
an attorney to review the 
title paperwork in order to 
assign a Power of Attorney 
for closing, 2nd by Heidi, 
carried. Cheryl was asked  
to email the minutes from 
the Congregational meeting 
from September 2020 to 
check if the congregation 
gave Denny Birkholm       
authority to act as POA for    
the sale of the parsonage.      

 2019 Audit—Bill asked       
that Heidi circulate the         
report around to all council 
members. 

 

New Business: 

 Constitution—Heidi made a 
motion to adopt a continuing 
resolution to allow remote 
electronic meetings of the 
congregation as permitted 
by Minnesota State Statutes, 
2nd by Bill, carried. 

 2020 Annual Reports—
Heidi reported they will          
be going out to the congre-
gation in the February     
newsletter. 

 Annual Congregational 
Meeting—Bill made a          
motion to have our Annual 
Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, February 28th, 2021 
after services, in the 
church basement if possible 
(or virtually if not possible 
in person), 2nd by Heidi, 
carried. 

 Call Process/Next steps— 
Bill stated he sent an email to 
both Grace and Emmanuel 
churches regarding becoming 
a 3 point parish. Emmanuel 
stated they would like to meet 
to discuss this. Grace was not 
ready to do anything at this 
time. Bill has also spoken 
with Brenda Tibbetts.          
Discussion is ongoing. 

 Revising the Constitution—
Larry discussed that we need 
to do a two-part process with 
the congregation in recom-
mending changes to the Con-
stitution. Changes need to be 
voted on by the congregation. 
If we put Bylaws in place, 
they need to be approved by 
the congregation. (Larry had 
met with Jo and Ron on Tues-
day to go through the consti-
tution and update it before 
it goes to the congregation at 
the annual meeting to be ap-
proved). 

 New Council member—
Chuck brought up that we 
need to look for a new coun-
cil member to fill the vacant 
seat. 

 New members—Larry 
brought up that we need to 
meet with those who wish to 
become members ASAP. We 
have two people that he will 
set up a meeting with about 
membership. 

 

Action Items: 

 Cheryl will email the minutes 
from the September 2020 
Congregational meeting to 
Chuck. 

 Heidi will send out a letter to 
update the congregation on 
the sale of the parsonage. 

 All council members to look 
for new council member    
candidates. 

 All council members are to 
read over the changes to the 
constitution before we meet 
again. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Bill, 2nd 
by Cheryl, carried. Adjourned 
with The Lord's Prayer. Next 
meeting will be Wednesday, 
February 10, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
(in the church basement). 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Cheryl Kohner 
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During 
this time 

of         
COVID-19, 

we still need your 
help to make           

certain we continue 
to fulfill our mission 

and meet our            
budgetary needs!  

 

Thank you for your             
continued support! 

December 2020 

Approved 

Minutes 
 

Circle of Faith met December 
19, 2020 at 10:00 am via 
Zoom. The members in             
attendance were: Shawn             
Jansen, Tracy Zinter, Carolyn 
Steele, Elaine Smith, Jo Foss, 
Cookie Nielsen-Velsvaag, 
Cheryl Kohner, Marilyn          
Krogh and Mary Johnson. 
 

Tracy called the meeting to 
order.   
 

Secretary minutes from the 
November’s meeting were read 

by Mary. Motion by Marilyn, 
2nd by Jo, approved. Treasurer’s 
report read by Mary, $128.25 in 
checking and $786.08 in sav-
ings.  
 

Old business: Luminary can-
dle lights will be put out Christ-
mas Eve. On Wednesday De-
cember 23rd Carolyn, Jo and 
Cookie will meet at church at 
1:00 pm to assemble the bags 
and candles. On Christmas Eve 
volunteers will meet after the 
Christmas Eve service to put 
out the luminaries. There will 
also be Christmas Caroling 
arranged by Bill Jansen. Mary 
volunteered that she and Bob 
would pick up the luminaries 
later that evening. 
 

New business: Jo will update 
the card mailing list in January. 
Families in need were dis-
cussed. Tracy will pick up 
hams from Chris’s for the food 
bags that will be delivered. It 
was determined that 5 families 
will receive food. She will also 
check on banners. 

Thank you: Cookie and Tra-
cy for delivering bags of food 
on Monday, Cookie for all the 
food delivering she does. 
Thank you to Marilyn for the 
cookies she made for the De-
cember distribution, and Shawn 
and Bill for the great work they 
are doing keeping the online 
services going. 
 

Mary shared a Christmas card 
Circle of Faith received from 
Beth. Cookie read a thank you 
letter from a recipient family, 
for the meals and gift card.  
Election of officers will be in 
January. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made  
by Jo, 2nd by Mary, carried.  
The meeting adjourned with  
The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 
January 16, 2021, location to  
be determined. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson,  

Secretary  

January 2021 

Unapproved 

Minutes 
 

Circle of Faith met January 16, 
2021 at 10:00 am via Zoom. 
The members in attendance 
were: Shawn Jansen, Tracy 
Zinter, Carolyn Steele, Elaine 
Smith, Jo Foss, Marilyn Krogh, 
Bev Oderkirk and Mary John-
son. 
 

Tracy called the meeting to 
order. 
 

Devotions: The Devotional 
program, presented by Jo, was 
a lesson which was the final 
installment on a yearlong          
cumulative self-exploration 
series. Members have gone on 
a journey of self-discovery to 
understand their own individual 
gifts, talents and the roles that 
God created in us and that were 
present on the day of our birth. 
We explored Nature vs. Nur-
ture, have had exploration exer-
cises and discussion sessions to 
raise awareness and under-
standing of our own Souls as 
GOD created them, contem-
plated the role of what we think 
of ourselves (our own assump-

tions, experiences and thought 
process), and created awareness 
of the information we have 
incorporated into the under-
standing of ourselves that have 
actually come from those out-
side ourselves as well as our 
individual interpretation of our 
life events that we have then 
incorporated into our assump-
tion about ourselves. Prayer 
and self-evaluation suggestions 
were assigned for later individ-
ual contemplation and prayer. 
A graduation ceremony was 
held. 
 

Secretary minutes from the 
December’s meeting were read 
by Mary. Motion was made to 
approve by Carolyn, 2nd by 
Shawn, approved. Treasurer’s 
report read by Mary, $128.25 in 
checking and $636.08 in sav-
ings.  
 

Old business: Corrections    
to December 2020 meeting: it  
was reported that Tracy would 
check on flyers, it should have 
read Tracy will check on ban-
ners. Carolyn and Mary will 
meet at 1:00 today to take 
down the Christmas tree.   
Community meals this month 

will be a takeout ham dinner, 
with squash. Marilyn will make 
the desserts.  
 

New business:  Circle of  
Faith 2020 Annual report was 
read by Mary. Motion made    
to approve was made by              
Carolyn 2nd by Jo, approved. 
Motion was made by Jo, 2nd   
by Marilyn to reimburse Mary 
for the purchase of the flowers 
sent to Carole Maloney. 
 

Election of officers for 2021: 
Motion was made by Elaine, 
2nd by Carolyn to keep the       
officers from 2020, motion 
passed. President, Tracy Zinter; 
Vice President, Jo Foss; Secre-
tary/treasurer, Mary Johnson. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by 
Carolyn, 2nd by Shawn, carried. 
The meeting adjourned with a 
prayer by Jo, followed with 
The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, 
February 20, 2021 at 10:00 am 
at church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson,  

Secretary  

 

 

 
 

Mary Johnson & 
Brooke Qvam—3rd 

Dave Rote &  
John Thinesen—5th 

Ann Rote—10th 

Arla Budd—12th 

Jo Jessen—16th 
Sandy Gutknecht—19th 

Gerry Klocke—19th 
Chuck Moon—21st 
Jacob Jensen—25th 
Joyce Tabor—26th 

 

Gerry & Mona Knapp—
February 23rd 

The BLC Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

is scheduled for  
Sunday,  

February 28, 2021  
in the church basement                  
(or virtually, depending 
on the COVID-19 status) 

Check the church 
website for details:  
www.blcaskov.com 
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       A LENTEN JOURNEY 

The season of Lent is soon upon us!  This year during our mid-week worship services 
from Ash Wednesday, February 17, through Maundy Thursday, April 1, we will focus 
on “The Seven Wonders of the Word.”  We will examine how Jesus, the Word, creates, 
calls, commands, saves, sustains, shapes and sends us. We will share our Lenten jour-
ney with Hope Lutheran Church, Toivola, rotating between locations. As of now, the 
services will be online, but if conditions improve, that may change.  Stay tuned for   
updates. 

To help us in this journey, we have a wonderful resource available with daily devotions 
for the forty days of lent.  Bethlehem is ordering  copies of the book and they will be 

available to purchase for $9.00 ea.  Please watch the website and Facebook pages for further instructions on 
how to get your copy.  

 

The BLC Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
February 28, 2021 at 11:30 am in the church basement—masks are 
required to attend (or virtually, depending on the COVID-19 status)  

Check the church website for details:  www.blcaskov.com 
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2020 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

Reconciled General Checking  
Account balance as of 12/31/20                $89,915.84 
 
Less Dedicated Accounts as of 12/31/20      -30,308.80 
 
Total Non-dedicated General Checking  
balance as of 12/31/20           $59,607.04 
 
 

Good Samaritan Checking Account  
balance as of 12/31/20                $      222.31 
 
 
2020 Annual Budget       $ 82,117.00 
 
Total 2020 Expenses       $ 66,970.54 
 
Amount under our 2020 Budget               $ 15,146.46 
 
 
Total Income in 2020       $ 80,569.31 
 
Less Total Expenses in 2020               -66,970.54 
 
Amount ahead in Income versus  
Expenses in 2020        $ 13,598.77 

      
Respectfully submitted, 

-Heidi Moon, Treasurer 
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BLC Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 28, 2021 

Agenda 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
APPROVE AGENDA (VOTE) 
 
APPROVE 2/9/2020 and 9/13/20 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
MINUTES (VOTE) 
(No Quarterly meeting was held due to Covid-19 restrictions) 
 
2020 TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
APPROVE PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET (VOTE) 
 
MINISTRY REPORTS (Vote to accept as written) 
 
ELECTION OF 2021 SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES (VOTE) 
 
APPOINT 2021 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (2) (VOTE) 
 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
CHRIS' FOOD STAND 
 
2021 LABOR DAY DINNER 
 
PARSONAGE UPDATE 
 
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 
UPDATES TO CHURCH CONSTITUTION (VOTE) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 














