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Let’s look to the promises 
of our God and know we 
do not walk alone as we 
go forward in 2024. 

This past year we have 
welcomed two new   
members into the family 
of  believers at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church. One 
member has been trans-
ferred to another church 
as they have moved out  
of our community. 

We had three youth in 
Confirmation which we 
were meeting with Grace 

and Emmanuel Churches. 
God blessed me with be-
ing able to confirm two of 
these youth in October. 
The other youth has 
moved away. We do have 
one new first year student 
that is attending at this 
time. 

Bethlehem has lost two 
members into the arms of 
Jesus this past year. Four 
past members of our 
church and one extended 
family member have 
passed away with celebra-
tions of life also being 
held. 

Two couples were joined 
in marriage during the 

past year at our beautiful 
church that God has given 
us to care for. 

We have finished our con-
versations of creating a 3-
point parish with Grace 
and Emmanuel. From 
these conversations we 
are supporting each other 
in our  different service 
missions. 

A cooperative among nine 
churches were in discus-
sion. Six of these church-
es have joined this coop-
erative. Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church has decided 
not to join this year. 

We have started a Chil-
dren’s Worship Service 

and our Choir is again  
lifting their voices up in 
praise during the Worship 
Services on Sundays. 

Please read the other re-
ports from the groups that 
are among our church. All 
have served our Lord in              
servant hood and/or build-
ing up this worship place. 
We have been blessed by 
their being Jesus’ hands       
and feet. 

The Word of Life –           
John 1:1-18 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Annual Report 

-Clara 
In February we will be starting our period of 40 days during which we as Christians remember the events leading up 
to and including the death of our Lord and Savior - Jesus Christ - whose life and teachings are the foundation of our 

belief.  We will be exploring the "Be Gracious to Me" series by Erik Rottman during our midweek soup suppers.  
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February 4th  Clara Edin SAM            Worship 10 am 
Worship with Holy Communion 
 

February 11th  Council led service           Worship 10 am 
Sunday Worship 
 

February 14th  Clara Edin SAM                                   Worship 7 pm 
Ash Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion 
 

February 18th  Music & Worship        Worship 10 am 
Sunday Worship  led service 
 

February 21st  Soup Supper        
Lenten Worship  Clara Edin SAM 
 

February 25th  Clara Edin SAM       Worship 10 am 
Worship with Holy Communion 
 

February 28th  Soup Supper       
Lenten Worship  Clara Edin  SAM 

 

 
 

 

 
Please include the following people in  

your daily prayers: 
 

Jan, Lois, Mike, Deb, Jo, Jeff, Bob, Daniel, Iver, Rita, 
Chardae, Lynda, Chase, McCoy, Ron, Gavin, Jerry, Rod, 

Kris, Ron, Jenna, Loretta, Roy, Jeanine, and their families. 
 

If you would like to add someone to the weekly prayer list,  

please email the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com            
or let Clara know. 

 

January 10, 2024 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present: 
Yvette Maloney, Haley 
Loew, Carolyn Steele, 
Linda Jensen, Clara Edin 
SAM, Bill Jansen, and 
Sandra Pavelka. 
 

Yvette called the meeting 
to order. Clara SAM gave 
devotion. 
 

Accept Minutes of   
December Council 
Meeting: Motion by   
Haley to accept minutes, 
Linda second, motion  
carried. 

 

December Treasurer’s 
Report: Report not yet 
available due to year end. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Clara 
submitted her pastoral 
care for the past month. 
 

Ministry Teams: 
 Property—Denny 

Birkholm used two pews 
from upper balcony to 
make two seating bench-
es inside the entrances 
of the church. 

 Family Ministry—No 
report. 

 Circle of Faith—
Carolyn reported the 
COF Christmas party 
will be held on January 
13th. They will take 
down Christmas tree in 
entry that day. 

 Music & Worship—
Linda reports dripless 
candles did not drip in 
the candelabras. 

 

Old Business: 
No old business. 
 

New Business: 
 Election of new council 

officers—Yvette          
Maloney President, Bill 
Jansen Vice President, 
Haley Loew Secretary. 
Motion by Carolyn, sec-
ond by Linda, motion 
carried. 

 Check signers—council 
will check who currently 
has check signing au-
thority for BLC. 

 Annual meeting sched-
uled for February 4, 
2024—meeting agenda 
will include, moving 
money from parsonage 
fund to property fund, 
constitution changes, 
nominating committee/
constitution change, 
Chris' Food Stand, bingo 
for funding idea/need 

coordinator/committee, 
synod assembly repre-
sentatives, annual re-
ports. 

 Council duties—Linda 
will coordinate reader 
list, Yvette will be liai-
son for family ministry, 
Bill will coordinate  
Sunday pulpit supply. 

 

Action Items: 
 Sandra will ask North-

view bank who current 
check signers are. 

 

Motion to adjourn by   
Haley, second by Bill, 
motion carried. Clara 
SAM closed meeting   
with The Lord's Prayer. 
 

Next council meeting, 
Tuesday, February 13, 
2024 at 6:30 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
-Sandra Pavelka 

Secretary      
 

If you’d like to receive your Parish Visitor by mail, please email the church                   
office at blcaskov@gmail.com. Newsletters will continue to be available                           

on-line at www.blcaskov.com /newsletter 

  

Soup Suppers begin 

Wednesday, February 21st 
 

Supper served at 6:30 pm 

Worship will follow in the 

basement fellowship area 
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Circle of Faith (COF) met 
January 13, 2024. The 
members in attendance 
were Cookie Nielsen, Jo 
Foss, Shawn Jansen,   
Carolyn Steele, Jan Parker 
and Mary Johnson. Jo 
called the meeting to order 

 

Devotions:  The im-
portance of fellowship 
with our holiday party. 

Reports:  Secretary 
minutes from December 
meeting were reviewed. 
Motion to accept the 
minutes made by Car-
olyn, 2nd by Jan, motion         
carried.  
 

Treasurer’s report: 
Checking $1,273.92    
Savings $1,181.68  
Dedicated account 
$1,066.50 
 

Old business: Tabled 
discussion on W/ELCA 
and a Bible study. 
 

Community meal: will 
be January 24, 2024. 
 

Card mailing: Jan     
Parker January, February, 
and March, Jo Foss April, 

May, and June, Mary 
Johnson July, August,  
and September. 
 

New Business: Discussed 
having a potluck at the 
annual meeting in Febru-
ary. Carolyn will an-
nounce it at Sunday’s 
church service and Mary 
will talk to Heidi regard-
ing announcement in the 
Sunday bulletin. 
 

Discussed ways to provide 
the community with ser-
vices, education and sup-
port in connection with 
COF outreach. Shawn 
mentioned the possibility 
of a speaker from Arrow-
head Transport to share 
information regarding  

volunteering as a driver 
and the services they   
provide. Tabled. 
 

COF may sponsor a pot 
luck to bring the ladies 
from BLC together. Ta-
bled 
 

COF will lead church ser-
vice on March 17, 2024. 
COF will discuss another 
date for later this year. 
 

Motion made to adjourn 
the meeting by Jan, 2nd by 
Cookie, meeting ended 
with The Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Next meeting on February 
10, 2024 at 10:00 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson,  

Secretary 

Continuing Projects: Circle of Faith (COF)              
continued to support the volunteers for Askov                
community meals, preparing meals and serving            
with the volunteers. 

11 Welcome Gift Baskets were given to new                   
community families. 

Greeting Cards: COF continued to send cards to 
those who are shut-ins or those families who have  
suffered loss or health problems. 

New projects: Gift cards were given out with    
Easter cards. 

COF managed Chris’s Food stand/bake sale June    
2nd and 3rd. COF provided root beer floats and kids 
games at National Night Out. 

COF decorated the Christmas tree in the fellowship 
area. 

On December 2, 2023 COF and quilters held a craft 
and bake sale. Proceeds will be dispersed for outreach 
into the community. Gift certificates purchased from 
Chris’s for food shelves in Sandstone and Bruno. 
Money given to families for medical financial help. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

-Mary Johnson, 
Secretary 

Savings: 
 Beginning Balance.   $1080.08 
 Deposit correction 2022       -50.00 
       1030.08 
 
 Deposits.       701.00 
 Interest.             .60 
     $1731.68 
 
 Less withdrawals.       550.00 
 Ending Balance.   $1081.68 
 
Checking 
 Beginning Balance.   $1410.26 
 Deposits.     3721.69 
       5131.95 
  
 Less expenses.     3848.23 
 Ending balance.   $1283.72 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson, 

Secretary 

  

Circle of Faith Annual Report 2023 
  

Circle of Faith Financial Report 2023 
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Mary Johnson—3rd  

Dave Rote—5th 

Rod Erickson—7th 

Ann Rote—10th 

Arla Budd—12th 

Theo Tacheny—12th 

Sandy Gutknecht—19th  

Gerry Klocke—19th 

Chuck Moon—21st 

Joyce Tabor—26th 

 

 
 
 

Gerry & Mona 
Knapp—February 23rd 

 Youth Worship was 
started in September 
to be held during the 
sermon for children 
of all ages. 

 Bill and Shawn     
Jansen were the    
Synod representatives 
in 2023. 

 BLC took part in the 
Live Nativity event 
held at Emmanuel 
Dell Grove. 

-Sandra Pavelka, 
Family Ministry 
Council Liaison 

  

Family Ministry 
Annual Report 

2023 



  

Join us for the 

BLC Annual 

Meeting follow-

ing our worship        

service on  

Sunday,  

February 4th 
 

 
 

 

 

A potluck will 

be served  

during our 

meeting, please 

plan to attend 

this important 

meeting, and 

bring a dish to 

share! 
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Please use this form for ordering your lilies  

 

Please include your payment with your order—thank you! 
 
 

 Donated By:      ________________________________ 
 

 In Memory or Honor Of :________________________ 
 _________________________________________ 
 Please specify so we know whether this is or isn’t a memorial—unspecified orders will be “In Honor of” 
 

 Make check payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church for $10.00 
    

 Orders should be to the church no later than Sunday, March 3rd 
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Are you missing a 
cross? If  you are,  

contact the            
office to have it 

returned 
No more loose faucet 

in the fellowship 
kitchenette! 

New seasonal            
decorations in our     

fellowship area! 

New benches 
inside our  
entrances 
made from 
an old pew 

by  
Denny 

Birkholm 
 

-Thank you 
Denny! 


