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Happy New Year, Church! 
 

 I admit that I am not unhappy to see 2020 come to a close. It has been a trying year for all of us. For 
me, the year began with a calendar that was booked for pulpit supply every Sunday plus Holy Week. My      
calendar wasn’t clear until the middle of May. That all changed in the middle of March. Suddenly, my              
calendar was completely empty. 
 

 I know my story sounds like the stories each of you can and will tell for years to come. “Remember  
that year of the pandemic?” My prayer is that it truly will only be one year before this virus is back in             
captivity. Two new vaccines are a beacon of promise. We aren’t out of the tunnel yet, but at least we have a  
bit of light to show us the way. 
 

 “What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:3b-5, NRSV)       
 

 Light. The upcoming Epiphany season is about light, the light that came into the world–Jesus. I’m sure 
all of you are feeling as I feel. This long stretch of isolation and darkness has left me longing for the light. It 
will probably take a long time for us to  regain the light and life that we once knew. Perhaps our reality will   
be something completely new. 
 

 That said, this year has been worthwhile and valuable for the Church. We have learned new ways to   
be Church. We have also lived into the reality of the Church not being restricted to the walls of a building.   
Our mission, our calling is to be the presence of Christ in the world. What happens inside our buildings is for 
our nourishment. That is important. However, we have learned that we can even find our nourishment as a 
community of faith outside the walls of our building. 
 

 As we approach a new year, I want to thank you. Thank you for caring enough to wear masks, wash 
hands, and keep distance physically. Your actions have saved lives. Please don’t give up 
in frustration. 
 

 Thank you to all who have helped with worship services, recording, technical 
contributions, programs, phone calls, Bible studies, education, confirmation, and meal 
distributions. You put meaning to “God’s work, our hands!” 
 

 My prayer for you today is that you have a safe, healthy, and peaceful new 
year. Let your light shine for all the world to see. 
 

    God bless you all. 

 -Larry 

Larry & Mona 

In person worship services remain 

suspended until further notice. 

Please check the website for  

 information and updates: 

www.blcaskov.com 

Please include the                 
following people in  
your daily prayers: 

 

Millie Sorensen, Leroy Larsen, Jan Ecklund,            
Lois Sahlen, Ann Olson, Jo Jessen,                     

Tony Ecklund, Shirley Lund, Evelyn Birkholm,   
Joyce Schaumburg, Chase & Elizabeth Moon 

(in the Philippines) and their families. 
 

If you would like to add someone to this weekly list, please           
email the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com 

Click or use the text below to watch our Sunday 
Worship Services on the BLC YouTube Channel: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgmj02O9aqXlcchWMIaCRqg 
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December 9, 2020 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present: Bill 
Jansen, Larry Anderson, 
Marilyn Krogh, Jo Foss, 
Heidi Moon, Chuck Moon, 
Andy May, and Cheryl 
Kohner. 
 

Check-ins; devotion and 
opening prayer by Larry. 
 

Accept Minutes from 
November Meetings: 
Motion by Bill, 2nd by 
Marilyn to accept Novem-
ber minutes, motion car-
ried. Discussion held on 
how the minutes should be 
printed in the Newsletter 
with consideration for 
those writing the minutes. 
 

Treasurers Report: 
November 2020 reviewed. 
 

Pastors Report:                 
Reviewed. 
 

Ministry Teams: 

 Property—Chuck report-
ed there are 3 parsonage 
showings next week, and 
the air exchange system 
will be going in before 
Christmas. 

 Family Ministry—Jo 
reported they will be  
doing videos in place       
of a Christmas program 
this year. These will be 
shared during the online 
Christmas Eve service. 
Bible study is still ongo-
ing.     

 Music and Worship—
Bill reported they picked 
out music for January. 

 Circle of Faith—JoEllyn 
reported they will be 
giving out gift certifi-
cates instead of Commu-
nity meal in December. 
They have 200 gift cer-
tificates. Marilyn report-
ed since COF started the 
welcome baskets they 
have given out 40 bas-
kets. So far they have 
given out 13 welcome 
baskets in 2020. Jo stat-
ed COF will be putting 
an add in the newspaper 
to let people know about 
the luminaries that COF 
will be putting out in 
front of the church on 
Christmas Eve. 

 

Old Business: 

 Parsonage sale—
discussed under Proper-
ty. 

 2019 audit—Heidi             
reported Pine Tax com-
pleted the 2019 audit 
without any issues. 
There were some issues 
with previous year(s) 
that need to be figured 
out. Heidi will be meet-
ing with Dawn from 
Pine Tax after the 
tax season to resolve. 

 CARES Act grants—we 
received the money for 
the air exchange system. 

 Fall quarterly meeting— 
Bill reported the quarter-
ly congregational meet-
ing has been postponed 
due to Covid restrictions. 
Larry shared material 
and a video on how to 
hold congregational 
meetings through Zoom, 
etc. We also need to up-
date BLC’s Constitution, 
which is now 13 years 
old. 

 

New Business: 

 Email protocol discus-

sion—discussed ways        
to keep in contact and 
keep email information 
private. 

 Informal collaboration 
with Hope Lutheran in 
Toivola, MN—Larry 
updated us on how 
working with Toivola is 
helping both churches to 
share the online services. 

 Christmas and congrega-
tional participation—
BLC will be holding an 
online Christmas Eve 
service on December 
24th at 4:00 pm on our 
YouTube channel; at 
5:30 pm the luminaries 
in front of the church 
will be lit and Christmas 
carols will be sung by 
the crèche. Everyone is 
invited to drive by and 
join in. 

 Christmas gifts—
Discussed what we did 
last year for staff/others. 
$250 is budgeted for 
gifts. Cheryl, Marilyn 
and Jo will meet to               
discuss the amounts            
for each gift. Marilyn 
offered to pick up and 
deliver gift cards.  

 

Action Items:  
 

on December 15th 
at 9:00 am to go over the 
sound system. 

 Chuck will update us on 
the parsonage showings. 

 Larry and Jo will work 
on the BLC Constitution 
update. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Bill, 
2nd by Jo, motion carried; 
adjourned with The Lord’s 
Prayer. Our next meeting 
is Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 at 6:00 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Cheryl Kohner 
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During 
this time 

of         
COVID-19, 

we still need your 
help to make           

certain we continue 
to fulfill our mission 

and meet our            
budgetary needs!  

 

Thank you for your             
continued support! 

 

Erica Ludwig—1st 

Elizabeth Sand—2nd 
Jamie Fogt—3rd  

Olivia Moon—3rd 

Michael Peterson—4th 
Corey Sahlen—6th 
LeRoy Larsen—8th 
Missi Gangl—10th 

DJ Zinter—13th 
Jake Klocke—14th  

Kevin Klocke—14th 

Shawn Jansen—22nd 
Jaxon Sahlen—22nd 

JoEllyn Foss—23rd 
Dennis Jensen—29th 
Betty Peterson—29th 

Tracy Zinter—29th 

Connie Ecklund—30th 
Kirsten Ecklund—30th 

Hayden Loew—31st 

 

 

 

Roger & Cindy  
Jensen—January 23rd 

 

A decision was made not to order/print individual offering               
envelopes for the coming 2021 year.  

If you would like to receive a few blank offering envelopes, please 
email the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com and a handful of            

envelopes will be mailed to you. Once we’re able to resume in-person 
worship services, these envelopes will also be located in the pews of 

the sanctuary. We also encourage you to consider giving on-line through our website:  
http://www.blcaskov.com/online-giving 

November 21 

Unapproved 

Minutes 
 

The Circle of Faith held 
their November meeting via 
Zoom. The members in at-
tendance were: Shawn Jan-
sen, Tracy Zinter, Carolyn 
Steele, Bev Oderkirk, Elaine 
Smith and Jo Foss. Due to 
the absence of Mary John-
son, treasurer/secretary, Jo 
Foss took minutes. There 
was no treasurer’s report. 
 

Old Business: 
Thanksgiving Gift Certifi-
cates—Gift cards for $20 
were purchased at Chris' 
Food Center for 100 parties. 
The Family Ministry provid-
ed handmade cards in which 
the gift certificates were de-
livered to recipients. A spe-
cial thank you goes out to 
Addie, Huddie and Hayden 
for all their beautiful art-
work. We would also like to 
thank our team of volunteers 
who made delivery of the 
cards possible: Bev Oder-
kirk, Lisa Hughes, Shawn 
and Bill Jansen, Cook-
ie Nielsen, Herman Vels-
vaag, Cheryl Kohner and 
Marilyn Krogh, who distrib-
uted the flyers around 

Askov. We would also like 
to thank the Askov Ameri-
can Legion, the Northern 
Pine Riders, and Paul and 
Margaret Christensen for 
their generous donations 
which funded this program. 
 

Greeting Cards—Circle of 
Faith continues to send cards 
to those who are shut-ins or 
whose families have suf-
fered a loss or a health prob-
lem. A big thank you to 
Mary Johnson and Tracy 
Zinter who handled this 
ministry for the past month. 
 

New Business: 
Christmas—Circle volun-
teers will meet at the Church 
on Saturday, November 28 
at 1 pm to put up the Christ-
mas tree in the window of 
the coffee area. Since the 
tree will only be seen from 
the outside lights only, no 
decorations will be installed. 
Lights will be put on a timer 
for viewing by the public. 
Mary Johnson will be send-
ing Christmas cards to each 
of the members on our care 
list during December. A dis-
cussion was held about other 
Christmas related projects 
that Circle might undertake 
to brighten Christmas for 
our Bethlehem Lutheran 
members, and for members 
of the Askov community. 
Several ideas were discussed 
and details are being re-
searched by members. Deci-
sions will be made when the 
information is available. 
There will be another gift 
card distribution scheduled 
for Christmas and slated for 

the third week of the month 
in order to allow people time 
to do their shopping before 
December 24th.  
Since we are not doing the 
community meals in No-
vember and December, there 
was a discussion of acquir-
ing banners to cover the two 
signs which are permanently 
displayed. A seasonally ap-
propriate message will be 
displayed. Shawn Jansen 
will contact Heidi Moon 
about website address/
details. 
 

Service Project—Through 
our Community Outreach 
program we have had con-
tact with a homeless family 
who we have been able to 
assist with meals and a gift 
card. This family is now in 
need of more permanent 
lodging for the winter. After 
discussion, several ideas of 
ways to assist them and de-
tailing what inquiries can be 
undertaken on their behalf 
were slated. Several of our 
members are following up 
on information. This is a 
continuing effort at this 
time. 
 

Motion to adjourn made by 
Carolyn Steele, Tracy Zinter 
seconded, motion carried. 
The next meeting will be 
Saturday, December 19th at 
10 am. A determination, de-
pending upon weather, will 
be made at a later date as to 
whether this meeting will be 
by ZOOM or will take place 
in person.  

Respectfully submitted,  
-Jo Foss 






















