
           The 

Parish Visitor 
A Publication of Bethlehem Lutheran Church • Askov, Minnesota 

 

Hello, Church! 
 

 As I write this, I am looking out on my lawn which is now covered with a wet, white blanket of 
snow.  It would appear that our fall season is now behind us. I must confess that I am not ready for winter. 

 On the other hand, I eagerly await change. This has been a difficult year and it is not over yet. This year 
with a pandemic, civil unrest, and another noisy election cycle has caused us to change much of what we once 
counted on in this life. We now count on technology as a daily need. We have learned to use our technology in 
ways we hadn’t dreamed of in the past. I find myself ordering more online, holding “virtual” meetings, and 
doing the majority of my work from my home office (which I had downsized when I retired five years ago). 

 Things have changed around Bethlehem Lutheran Church, as well. We still have work to do, but we are 
quickly learning that being the Church does not require a building. We have worshiped via YouTube and out-
side in the pavilion. Holy communion has of necessity become “self-served.” Newsletters and the website have 
become the major communication resource for this congregation. God is teaching us that being the Church is 
about far more than showing up for worship services. That is a lesson the whole Church has needed to learn for 
a very long time. 

 Along with the change of seasons, we have some important changes happening at Bethlehem. We have 
a new multi-generational Bible study. “Deeply Rooted in a Boundless God” is under way. Our SMART Team 
has been hard at work, too. By the time this is published, we will have embarked on a “hybrid” worship sched-
ule and three students will have affirmed their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation. With news of some grants 
being awarded, we may soon have the airflow challenge in the church basement solved such that we may    
safely use the space again. 

 Look further in this newsletter for the worship schedule (basically we will be in person on the first and 
third Sundays with the other weeks online), more news about “Deeply Rooted”; weekly      
at-home worship resources with daily reading suggestions; and more. Folks, Bethlehem   
Lutheran Church is alive and pressing on with God’s mission. This pandemic is not             
stopping the Church. Press on, dear people. Continue in prayer. Continue to check up on 
each other. Continue to support this congregation and our synod through your tithes and  
offerings. We are God’s hands, feet, and voices doing God’s work in this world.   

 Praise be to God! 
 

-Larry 

Larry & Mona 

  

The BLC  

Quarterly Congregational 

meeting has been 

rescheduled for 

Sunday, 

November, 15, 2020 

immediately following 

the worship service 

Please include the                 
following people in  
your daily prayers: 

 

Millie Sorensen, Roy Larsen, Jan Ecklund,            
Lois Sahlen, Donna Norgaard, Ann Olson,          

Jo Jessen, Tony Ecklund, Shirley Lund,   
Joyce Schaumburg, the families of Ardis              

Jensen and Dorla Clark, Chase & Elizabeth 
Moon (in the Philippines) 

and their families. 
 

If you would like to add someone to this weekly list, please           
email the church office at blcaskov@gmail.com 
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October 7, 2020 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present:              
Bill Jansen, Larry Ander-
son, Marilyn Krogh, 
Chuck Moon, Heidi   
Moon, Jo Foss. Absent 
were Andy May and    
Cheryl Kohner. 
 

Bill called the meeting to 
order. Members checked 
in with each other. Larry 
Anderson offered devotion 
and prayer. 
 

Minutes from September 
were reviewed. There was 
a change made with regard 
to the attendees at the     
Music and Worship Team 
meeting to reflect that the 
full committee met. Bill 
made a motion to accept 
the minutes with the above 
change, Heidi seconded, 
motion carried. 
 

The Treasurer's and         
Pastor's Reports for        
September were reviewed. 
 

Ministry Teams: 
 Property—Chuck had   

no report at this time. 
 Family Ministry—Jo 

reported a multi-
generational Bible Study 
has begun. These meet-
ings will either be held 
in person or via Zoom. 

 Music and Worship— 
No report. 

 Circle of Faith—Jo re-
ported 200 meals and 
bags of groceries were 
prepared for community 

giving in the month of 
September. In lieu of 
Community Meals dur-
ing the months of No-
vember and December, 
bags of groceries will be 
distributed to members 
of the community prior 
to the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays. 

 SMART Team—Bill 
reported indoor services 
are still on hold and will 
be determined by the 
Covid situation in Pine 
County. Covid Color 
Map Directives are: Red 
- services only online; 
orange - services out-
doors as weather per-
mits; yellow - services 
allowed indoors with 
safety precautions. 

 

Old Business: 
 2021 Proposed Budget 

as submitted by the Fi-
nance Committee was 
reviewed. Discussion 
followed. Minor changes 
were made. Heidi's hour-
ly wage was set at 
$15.50 per hour for both 
her secretarial and treas-
urer's duties, per Synod 
guidelines, retro active 
to her anniversary date 
of August 14th. Bill made 
a motion to approve the 
budget and to forward  
on to the congregation, 
Chuck seconded, motion 
carried. 

 Parsonage Sale—There 
have been three viewers, 
without offers. Bill made 
a motion to allow the 
realtor and Denny 
Birkholm the authority 
to make changes to the 
asking price should they 
determine there is a 
need, second by Chuck, 
motion carried. 

 Nominating Commit-
tee—Denny Birkholm 
and Bill Steele are work-
ing on finding suitable 
candidates to fill some 
upcoming church coun-
cil vacancies beginning 
2021. Anyone interested 
in a position on the 
council is asked to con-
tact Denny or Bill. 

 2019 Audit—No one has 
been found to complete 
this audit to date. 

 Shut-in visitation—     
Larry reported the nurs-
ing homes are still not 
allowing any visitors in-
to the buildings due to 
Covid restrictions. Home 
visits also pose some 
risk. He has made phone 
calls to some of our 
members and has either 
had ministry with them 
in this manner, or has 
asked if they would be 
comfortable with a home 
visit. Larry asked about 
resuming weekly mail-
ings. After discussion,         
it was decided to include 
the monthly ministry 
materials with each           
Parish Visitor to reduce 
mailing costs. 

 Quarterly meeting—
Agenda discussed. 

 

New Business: 
 Cares Grants—Bill has 

put together a request for 
a grant to purchase an air 
exchanger for the base-
ment. These grants are 
monies made available 
to non-profits to help 
with Covid-related 
needs. Heidi made a  
motion to accept this 
proposal, Bill seconded, 
motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes continued on page 3 
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During 
this time 

of COVID-
19, we still 
need your 

help to make certain we 
continue to fulfill our 
mission and meet our 

budgetary needs!  
 

 

We have a process for 
making safe and secure               
one-time or recurring 
online contributions 
through our website:   

www.blcaskov.com/
online-giving  

 

Your checks are greatly  
appreciated too, for those 

who aren’t online 
 

Thank you for your             
continued support! 

Cindy Jensen and  
Tim Loew—6th 

Hannah Quam—9th 
Emma Jansen,  

Melanie Klocke, and 
Cindy Mortensen—12th 

John Thinesen—15th 
Kayleigh Maloney—18th 

Aaron Jensen—19th 
Linda Clausen and 

Dustin Peterson—20th 

Andrew Jensen—23rd 
Joyce Larsen—26th 

David Lunde—28th 

Shari Bigay—30th 

 

 

 

 

John & Tracy Zinter—3rd 

Bill & Shawn Jansen—29th 

...Minutes cont’d from page 2 

 
 Confirmation—Larry 

reported there are three 
confirmands this 
year. Confirmation will 
be held on Reformation 
Sunday. The three youth 
who have completed 
their studies and are  
eligible to be confirmed 
are Levi and Lacy 
Jorgenson, and Simon 
Ecklund. A motion was 
made by Bill, seconded 

by Marilyn to approve 
the confirmation of 
these three students,     
motion carried. 

Action Items: 
 Larry will meet with the 

confirmands and their 
families. 

 Jo will contact Tracy 
Zinter to see if Circle of 
Faith meets prior to the 
Parish Visitor deadline 
so the dates for the gro-
cery bag distribution can 
be published. 

 Bill will continue work-
ing resources to find an 
auditor. 

 

Jo made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting, second 
by Bill, motion car-
ried. Meeting adjourned 
with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Our next meeting will be 
Wednesday, November 
11, 2020 at 6 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Marilyn Krogh 

 

October 20, 2020 
Special Called Meeting 
Unapproved Minutes 

 

Members Present:           
Bill Jansen, Larry Ander-
son, Marilyn Krogh, Jo 
Foss, and Cheryl Kohner. 
Absent were Andy May, 
Chuck Moon, and Heidi 
Moon. 
 

Checks-ins; opening  
prayer led by Larry.   
 

Old Business: 
 Smart Plan- Fall/Winter 

revision—Bill discussed 
with council about revi-
sions that were made to 
the Smart Plan on Octo-
ber 13th by the Smart 
Team/Worship Team. 
Larry updated the coun-
cil on what an indoor 
service would look 
like. Motion to accept 
the Fall/Winter Smart 
Plan made by Marilyn, 
2nd by Jo, motion carried. 

 

 Reschedule Quarterly 
meeting—Larry sug-
gested having the meet-
ing after church on Sun-
day, November 15th, 
thereby giving enough 
notice to the congrega-
tion. Bill made a motion 
to reschedule the Quar-
terly meeting to Novem-
ber 15th after the worship 
service, 2nd by Cheryl, 
motion carried. 

 

Action Items: 
 Larry will contact Heidi 

to update her on the 
worship schedule and 
the Quarterly meeting. 

 Bill will send Heidi the 
revised Smart Plan. 

 

Note: 
Two items need to be         
revised when we update 
the constitution: 
1. Service can only be  

videotaped from the 
balcony 

2.  Quarterly meeting 
month 

 

Need to update these 2 
items to be more flexible. 
 

Motion to adjourn by 
Marilyn, 2nd by Jo,             
motion carried.                  
Meeting adjourned             

with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next meeting is Wednes-
day, November 11th, 2020 
at 6:00 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Cheryl Kohner 

Ccouncil secretary 

  

The BLC 

Quarterly 
Congregational 

meeting has 

been  

rescheduled 

for Sunday, 
November 15, 

2020 

following the 

worship         

service. 
 

Masks will be  

required to           

attend this  

meeting 
 

Copies of our 2021 

Proposed Budget can 

be found on our 

church website: 

www.blcaskov.com 
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September 

Unapproved 

Minutes 
 

Circle of Faith met            
September 18, 2020 at 
10:00 am with 7 members 
in attendance. Tracy 

called the meeting to             
order. Jo’s devotional                 
was about dealing with 
isolation and ways to be 
kind to ourselves.  

Secretary minutes from 
the March’s meeting were 
read by Mary. Motions           
by Shawn, 2nd by Elaine, 
approved. Treasure’s            
report read by Mary, 
$58.25 in checking and 
$785.92 in savings.  

Tracy thanked Shawn 
and Cookie for the great 
work they are doing with 
the Community Meals.         
Jo handed out an updated 
mailing list for the Circle 

of Faith monthly card 
mailing. Elaine will mail 
September cards, Tracy 
will mail October cards, 
Mary will mail November 
cards, and Tracy will mail 
December cards. 

New business: Commu-
nity Meals for Wednes-
day, September 23rd were 
discussed. The menu will 
be chicken ranch wrap, 
ramen noodle salad, pret-
zels, apple and a brownie. 
We will continue with 
handouts and delivery.            
Tentative October meal           
will be  hot dish, fruit and 
dessert. Discussed ideas          

for the November and                   
December meals.  

Shawn mentioned look-
ing into a Bible study,     
the link is SJResources-
Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod, ELCA. 

Motion to adjourn was 
made by Shawn, 2nd by Jo, 
carried. The meeting ad-
journed with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  

Our next meeting is              
Friday, October 16th. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson 

Secretary 

October 

Unapproved 

Minutes 
 

Circle of Faith met        
October 16, 2020 at 10:00 
am with 8 members in  
attendance. 

Tracy called the meeting 
to order. Jo’s devotional 
was about dealing with 
feeling overwhelmed with 
trying to get everything 
done. We need to remem-
ber we are spiritual beings 
on earth being human. 
Deadlines are earthly 
made and we worry about 
things. Calm yourself. In 
our spiritual lives there is 

chronos, the world’s time, 
and kairos, eternity. Don’t 
sweat the small stuff and 
GOD will handle every-
thing else in his time. 

Secretary minutes from 
the September’s meeting 
were read by Mary. Mo-
tions by Jo, 2nd by Car-
olyn, carried. Treasurer’s 
report read by Mary, 
$128.25 in checking and 
$786.08 in savings.  

Old business: Jo said 
she would mail cards to 
shut-ins in January. The 
Bible Study Shawn spoke 
about in September started 
Wednesday October 7th 
and will meet the first and 

third Wednesday of the 
month from 6 to 7 pm. If 
we are unable to meet at 
the church, we will meet 
on zoom. Community 
meals served 206 people 
in September. 

New business: Commu-
nity meals for Wednesday, 
October 28th were dis-
cussed. The menu will be 
shepherds pie, squash 
soup, apple and dessert. 
Members volunteered to 
fix the squash for the soup 
ahead of time. Discussed 
meals for November. The 
November Community 
Meals falls the day before 
Thanksgiving so Carolyn 

will talk to Shawn regard-
ing doing something at the 
monthly distribution in 
Askov, in place of No-
vember meals. The Christ-
mas bazaar was brought 
up, Tracy will check with 
Carol to see what the 
quilters are planning. 

Motion to adjourn was 
made by Tracy, 2nd by 
Carolyn, carried. The 
meeting adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our next meeting is  
Saturday, November 21st 
at 10:00 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
-Mary Johnson 

Secretary 

 

Please be sure you’re utilizing our 

church website for the latest  

information, updates, and worship 

resources: 

http://www.blcaskov.com 






















